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Ayumi is a three year journey- - an adventure, a beginning, sometimes a
pilgrimage. And here is the meeting place, the gathering, the celebration.
This Anthology is the culmination of our search and discovery of inter-genera-
tion experiences of Japanese America. It needs no explanation, for it speaks,
sings, affirms for itself : dirt beneath the fingernails, engrained deeply into
the gulleys of the skin; the pain of being made prisoners for no crime other
than race; the inhumane suffering of freedom lost, families torn, the dust of
deserts; the celebration of each birth; and above all, the voices of survival.

In the late 1800’s, the first Japanese immigrants came to America. Today
there are five generations of Japanese in America, who bring into being a cul-
ture — uniquely Japanese American.

As in most areas of American society, paople of color have had to assertively
make their own way, create their own alternatives, indeed, create new direc-
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tions and avenues for themselves to be seen and heard. Publishing is no excep-
tion. The Japanese American Anthology Committee, an ad hoc group of many
people from the Japanese American communities, have for three years been in
the process of gathering, translating, researching works of our generations.
Our special concern was the work of the Issei, the first generation, whose voices
which have affected all our lives, have seldom been recorded. These pages con-
tain only some of the expressions of the Issei, in their original and in transla-
tion.

The Issei Section Committee states, "We're gratified to find high quality works,
which for the first time at least in part, would be translated into English. We're
particularly impressed with the works of Issei women writers.“

The Nisei, Sansei, and Yonsei Sections are filled also with great writers, many
previously published and many emerging new voices.

Tht Graphics Committee has evolved through several stages of thinking and
woking together. From the Japanese American graphic arts which portray the
feelings, desires and experiences of our people, we have learned that there is no
art for art’s sake, that the artist is influenced by the social climate of each
changing period. We feel that the works selected express the unique aspects of
being Japanese American.

Ayumi is the ongoing journey to mark history, to walk through adversity, to
endure, and to sing our connections — generation to generation.
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